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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
SIRAFFORD MEETING HOUSHE
Location: On the Green, Town of Strafford, QOrange County,
' Vermont . :
Pregent Ownexr: Town of StrallTord.
Present Occungnit: Seme as tresent owner.
Preosent Use: Town Meetings.
Brief Stabement The Meeting House is a well Dréserved, severe,
of Significance: - wooden structure on an imposing site.

PATT 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATIOH

ﬁ. Physical History

1. Originsl and subseguent ownere: Town of Strafford.

2. Date of erection: 1729. The belfry and tower were

added in 1832.

3. Architect, bullder, suppliers, ete,:

The srchitect is

unknown. The bullder, suppliers, etc., however, were
local. In 1799 the exterior shell was paid for by a

local tax and the interior was finighed by the sale of

pews,

4. Original plans, consiructlion, ete.:

"squsre, flooded

with light on all sides by a double row of windows, steep
roof, a steeple torering to the skies - sguare pews, with
geats surmounted by high balustrades, shutting families
in 8o many pews. ~ & lofiy pulplt, with a sounding-boesrd

&

hengzing over it -

heavy gallery, and the inevitable

pen-shaped pews running srownd three sides of the upper
story. S (Teken from an srticle by Senator Justin

+

Smith Morrill of Strafford in Hemenway, The Vermont

Historical fQazeticer, p.1062(2)).

Notes on alterebions and additions:

AR
.

were built by a local man named Martin Bearred.

Iz 1832, additions

The bell

wes cast in 1832 by George H. Holbrooke, Medway, Messa-

chusetts (inseripitlon cast in the bell). The exterior

survives unsltered. The originel high pulpi{ in the in-
terior has been replaced by a stage and the box pews sur~ -

vive in a dilapidated condition, in

the gsellory only,
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6. References

a."Mr; George Bassingthwaighte, Assistant Town Clerk,

- otrafford, Vermont, who has carefully preserved town
records.relating to the building of the Meeting T
fiouse, 1nclud1ng the 1list of originsl pew subscrlbers.‘

b. Abby Maria Hemenway, Editor, The Vermont Historicsl
Gazeticer, Volume ii, Burlington, Vermont, 1871,
pp. 1067(2)-1090.

B. Historical Events Connected with the Structure

This town meeting house was typically builit to accommodate
locel civic and religious meetings and was msde available

to the various religious groups in tovm, according to a
specified schedwle. &t the %ime of the dizestablishment

of the churches in Verment in the 1820's and 1830'g, most of
the Meeting Houses passed into the possession of the churches.
During & religious controversy in Strafford in the 1830's,
however, both of the leading church groups buili their own
churches and ag a result, this meeting house remained the
property of the town of Sirafford. It still serves as the
Town Meeting House for this very small towm.

Prepatred by Osmumd R. Overby
Nevember 1959

PART ITI., ARCEITECTURAL INFORMATION

L. General Statement

1, rehitectural character: Large, severely UlaLn.Wooden
Ueetlnd Heuse on an imposing site.

2. Condition of fabrie: Exterior condition good and unal-
tered. Interior in disrepair, pudpit weﬁlecmd by a
gtage but otherwise wnaltered.

B. Technical Descrintion of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Main block spproximately 45' » &0
plus entry vestibule rising to tower 15°' % 151,

2. Foundations: Cut grenite.

3. Wall construction: Timber frame, clacbosrds.
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“Porches, stoops, bulkheads, ete,: Cut granite enﬁrance:_

stoops.

Chimneys: 1 chimney toward rear,

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: 5 doors on emtirance facade -
& panel doors. HNo ornsment excent ﬂoklcod trim on
center door ouly. Only center door used .

b. Windows and shutters: 20 light over 20 light double:
hung windows except tower with 12 over 12. 1 flat
topped varient of Palladian window in tower. Cen—

_tered on rear: one 20 over 20 with 1.2 circle round
head plus ¢ireular window above.

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof, wood shingles. -

b. Cornice; gaves: Simple boxed esves.

¢. Dormers, cupolag: 2 storied stesple comprising-épen

belfry with George H. Holbrooke bell surmounted by
"a steeple asnd wrought iron westher vano.

nical Descriviion of Interior

Floor plans: Enurv vestibule leads into single, larEe
meebing room with gallery on three sides:

Stairways: Stairway'in‘entry'vestibule leads to gallery
and tower, o

Flooring: Wide Pine boards.
Wall and ceiling finish: FPlaster,

Doorways and doors: 6 panel doors.

Trim:;  Simple moulded wood tirim.

Hardware: Wroughl iron.
Lighting: Zleciric.

Heating: Stoves,
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Site

1.

General setiing and orientation: Faces South. Stands
on 2 50" high hill or mound at the end of the village
green.

Enclosures: HNone.

Cutbuildings: Hone.

Lendscaping, gerdens, ete,: Informal: lawn, trees.

Prepared by Osmund R. Qverby
Noverber 1959
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